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Unfinished – Not Finished in Me 

Philippians 1:3-6 
December 2-8, 2018 

 
“If you have done ministry stuff, if you have given yourself over to the cause, there is a 
realization that you are really making a difference for all eternity. You get to be a part of 
some of the most important moments of people’s lives.”  

– Mark Chitwood, Not Finished in Me (this message). 
 

Answer and discuss the following question with your group. 
1. What have you done or been a part of that will last for a long time? How long do 

you think it will last? 1 month/year/decade? More? 
 

Read the following excerpt aloud or watch message segment #1. 
An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “Not Finished in Me.” 

One of the ways that many of you partner in ministry is by giving. Your gifts make it 
possible to do so many things that advance the good news of Jesus. From paying staff 
to providing equipment and scholarships for camps, your gifts make things possible.  
Recently I was having a conversation with a person. He said this, “I am never going to 
preach a sermon or sing a song, but I can make money. I know I am good at that. And I 
can help make a difference with my generosity.” 
That is so true. Your gifts that you give – big or small – make an impact. 
 

Refer to Philippians 4:15-19, to answer/discuss the following questions. 
2. Reflect on a situation in which you were generous toward someone’s need. How 

did you feel?  
Have those feeling changed about that situation since then. If so, how? 

 
 

3. Think about how giving to support a missionary or a preacher (such as Paul) 
advances the purpose of Christ. How would you explain to someone the ways 
giving to a church advances the mission of Christ? 

 
 

4. How can Paul’s attitude toward giving and receiving enable you to be a better 
giver? 
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Read the following excerpt aloud or watch message segment #2. 

An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “Not Finished in Me.” 

Jesus began a good work in you! And he is just getting started. His goal is to make you 
and me into something amazing. A work of art. It is as if Jesus is painting a picture of 
you and when he is finished it is going to be amazing.  

2 Corinthians 5:17 (NLT) says, “This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has 
become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun!” 

I am not an artist. I can’t draw or paint a picture. I want to and I suppose if I really 
wanted to I would take some lessons. I just can’t see stuff and put it down on a 
canvas. I was talking to an artist. I asked him how he decided what to put on the 
canvass. He said, “I have to decide what not to put on first.” 

Jesus is starting over with us and is deciding what should go on the canvass and what 
should not be put on it. Bob Goff said it like this, “We can’t be new creations if 
everything stays the same.” 

 
Refer to Colossians 3:12-14 to answer/discuss the following questions. 

5. Which of the characteristics found in this passage are part of Jesus’ new work in 
you?  
In what ways are you different now than when you started to follow Christ? 
 

6. Our new nature is like putting on new clothing for a new purpose in life. Describe 
how one of the characteristics in this passage especially helps you accomplish 
Christ’s purpose? 

 
7. Looking at Colossians 3:14, what do we read about how love binds all the 

characteristics together in a consistent whole? 
 
 

Reflection and Wrap-up 
8. We are to be motivated by love in our giving. How will you make sure your 

generosity is motivated by love rather than self-interest? 
 

9. Describe a season of spiritual growth in your life that was started or strengthened 
by a commitment you made to be generous. 

 
Pray Together as a Group 
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Additional Study 

If you have time during your Small Group or you want to study more about message 
topic, read and consider the following passages: 

• John 3:1-21 
• 2 Corinthians 5:14-21 
• 2 Corinthians 8:1-9 


