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Unfinished -- Not Finished in Our State 

 
Luke 15:11-32 

Acts 1:8 
(November 18-24, 2018) 

 
Jojo was a man who thought he was a loner 
But he knew it wouldn't last 
Jojo left his home in Tucson, Arizona 
For some California grass 
 
Get back, get back 
Get back to where you once belonged 
Get back, get back 
Get back to where you once belonged 
Get back Jojo, go home 
 
--"Get Back" by The Beatles with Billy Preston 

The Beatles' "Get Back" may not be your first choice for a hymn to celebrate the prodigal son's 
return, but it does reflect that we have all tried to follow our own way. Although "a person may 
think their own ways are right" (Ps. 21:2), some come to realize their need to get back home 
where they belong. In addition to the message to "go home," however, "Get Back" is notable 
because it is the only song The Beatles credited to a non-Beatle. Despite being released in the 
turbulent and racially-charged environment of the 1960's, the Fab Four added to their ranks and 
this song's credits an African-American keyboardist named Billy Preston. Similarly, the church 
today needs to be the leader in disregarding differences, actively taking the gospel to everyone 
and being a place where anyone can join our ranks and find their way back home. The gospel of 
John informs us that "Jesus replied, 'All who love me will do what I say. My Father will love 
them, and we will come and make our home with each of them.'" (John. 14:23) What is your role 
in helping StoneBridge become such a church in our city, state and world? 

 

Answer and discuss the following question with your group 
1. Do you think there are qualifications or conditions on a person's ability to attend 

and even be welcomed at church? Why or why not? 
 
 

Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #1 
An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “Not Finished in Our State”. 

Did you catch it? The older brother looked at his brother and was unwilling to let him in. 
He himself had stayed out of trouble. He could not stand the fact that his brother had 
messed up and that he now wants to come home. He was so bothered by it he didn’t 
even go to the party. He complained. I never messed up like that and I never got a 
party, but this son of yours – not but "my brother", nope, but "this son of yours" – blew 
his money on all kinds of horrible things and you throw a party for him.  
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Now he is mad with this dad. He moved from being disappointed with his brother to 
being disappointed with his dad. 
My fear is that I have been way too much like the older brother – that churches have 
been that way, too. We need to be running to, not from. That is really what is at the 
heart of StoneBridge. We believe our number one priority as a church is to run to people 
who are far from God. 
Jesus told this story in response to the fact that Jesus welcomed sinners and eats with 
them. Jesus came to seek and to save those who are lost, and when they are found 
then we can throw a party. 
 

Read Luke 15:11-32 and answer/discuss the following questions. 
2. Jesus' parable of the "prodigal" or "lost" son is an illustration of our heavenly 

Father's never ending love for us, even when we reject him. However, the 
father's response when the prodigal son returns home is also a critical part of 
the parable. Based on verse 13, what led the son to leave and believe for a time 
he did not need his father? What motivated the son to come to his senses and 
return home? 

 
3. Explain the father's response upon the son's return – both his emotions and his 

actions. Compare and contrast the division caused by the sin of the younger 
son with the unity created by the loving father. 

 
4. Based on the father's response to his son's return, in terms of both his heart and 

his actions, how should churches today actively reach out to those who are far 
from Jesus? 

 
Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #2 
An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “Not Finished in Our State” 

Last weekend we started this message series called Unfinished. Our mission from 
Jesus is this. Acts 1:8: "But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon 
you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere--in Jerusalem, 
throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." These are some of Jesus’ 
last words that he tells his disciples. They are massively important. He chose his words 
carefully.  
Last weekend we talked about our "Jerusalem." Today let’s talk about our "Judea." The 
Good News of Jesus was not to be confined to just a city, it was to become regional and 
global. 
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Read Acts 1:8 and answer/discuss the following questions. 

5. Judea during Jesus' ministry was a large region, similar to a state with borders 
in modern times. Judea had many large and small cities, including Jerusalem, 
Bethany, Bethlehem, Hebron, Gaza, Emmaus and Jericho. Judea bordered 
Egypt to the south, the Mediterranean Sea to the west, the Dead Sea and 
portions of the Jordan River to the east, and the region of Samaria to the north. 
With this background, explain what Jesus meant in Acts 1:8. What kinds of 
sacrifices do you think the initial followers of Jesus made so people they did not 
know in places they did not live could receive the gospel? 

 
6. Based on the description of Judea above, what areas would be "our Judea" 

where StoneBridge is located today?  
 

Reflection and Wrap-up 
 

7. When it comes to inviting and accepting people to church who may be different 
from you, are you more like the father of the prodigal son, who loved and 
welcomed the son home, or the older brother, who just saw his brother's sin? 

 
8. As you consider the Unfinished campaign, what can you do personally to be a 

part of StoneBridge's expansion not only in Omaha, but throughout Nebraska 
and beyond? 

 
Pray Together as a Group 

 
Additional Study 

 
If you have time during your Small Group or you want to study more about the message 
topic, read and consider the following passages: 
 

• Romans 5:6-8 
• Luke 5:32 
• Acts 2:38-39 
• Acts 20:21 


