
Message-Based Study Guide   
for Small Groups and Individuals 
 

The Greatest Hits – Lesson 4, page 1 

 
The Greatest Hits: The 1980’s 
“Here I Go Again on my Own”  

Luke 15:11-32 
(July 21-27, 2019) 

 
“No, I don’t know where I’m goin’ 
But I sure know where I’ve been 

Hanging on the promises in songs of yesterday 
And I’ve made up my mind 
I ain’t wasting no more time 

Though I keep searchin’ for an answer 
I never seem to find what I’m lookin’ for 

Oh Lord, I pray you give me strength to carry on 
‘Cause I know what it means 

To walk along the lonely street of dreams 
And here I go again on my own 

Goin’ down the only road I’ve ever known 
Like a drifter, I was born to walk alone 

And I’ve made up my mind 
I ain’t wasting no more time” 

 
Answer and discuss the following question with your group 

 
1. Share a time when you felt you were “going it alone”.  What words or phrases in 

the song relate to that time in your life? 
 

Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #1 
An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “The Greatest Hits” 

 
“My guess – most of us have lived out this song. Many of us are looking for 
something in life – not sure what – but we graduate from high school – probably 
should go to college – go to college realize – probably should not have gone to 
college – we get a job – go back to college – dropout – join the marines – put in 
4 years and still not sure.  Even when we have had a successful career – and it 
seems on the outside that I do know where I am going – but the truth is – it 
seems like I have wasted so much time. We think – maybe a new car will help – 
or a new husband – or a new degree – something” 

 

 

 
Read Proverbs 14:12 and Luke 15:11-32 and answer/discuss the following 

questions 
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2.  Proverbs 14:12 tells us there is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end 

leads to death.  In your own life, what are some things you thought or did that 
seemed right at the time, but later did not work out? 

3.  Read Luke 15:11-19.  How would you describe the prodigal son’s thought 
process in verses 11-16 and then in verses 17-19?   

4.  Acting as he had, the prodigal son had shamed his family, lost his inheritance 
and returned home empty handed. Read Luke: 15 20-24. How would you 
describe his father’s attitude at the son’s return?   

 
Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #2 

An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, "The Greatest Hits” 
“But this story is not about a boy – it is about a dad. A good father. We might even call 
him reckless – a prodigal himself. In fact, his oldest son said – we are you spending all 
this money on a party for this good for nothing son of yours. You have never done that 
for me. Why are you being so extravagant with this loser? 
The hero of this story is not the kid that came home – but the dad who celebrates. 
The dad in this story represents God. 
He is amazingly generous. He gives an extravagant gift – he gives his kid the freedom 
he wants. It hurt his heart. But didn’t make him stay home. God will not ever make you 
love him. It is your choice. He loves you with an everlasting love – regardless of how 
you treat him – he will never give up on you. 
 
 

Read John 3:16-18, 2 Peter 3: 9-15, Romans 2:4 and answer/discuss the 
following questions. 

5.  Sometimes in our life, we like the prodigal son head out on our own without God.  
Read John 3:16-18. As God’s children, he only wants one thing from us.  What is that?  
If God desires to save us from our sins and give us good things, why do you think he 
lets us go our own way? 
 
6.  You will recall the prodigal son had a moment where he came to his senses and 
knew that he should return home.  According to 2 Peter 3:9-15, as we wait to return to 
our home in heaven, what sort of people should we be?  What does this mean in our 
everyday life? 
 
7.  Read Romans 2:4.  What do you learn about God and the purpose of his patience? 
 
 

Reflection and Wrap-up 
 
 

8.   God knows we often times like to head out on our own and he patiently waits for 
us to return to him.  From this lesson, what will help you to think before you head 
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out on your own or will help you to know that you can 
always return to the Father that is patiently waiting for you? 

  
 

9. Who do you know in your family, friends, and co-wokers who need to hear the 
message that God is patiently waiting for them to turn to him so they don’t walk 
this world alone? 

 
Pray Together as a Group 

 
Additional Study 

 
If you have time during your Small Group or you want to study more about the message 
topic, read and consider the following passages: 
 

• Proverbs 3:5 
• Proverbs 3:7 
• Psalms 62:1-2 
• 1 Peter 4:1-2 

 
Just Thinking 

 
• I want to start asking God about every action I take. 

 
• I want to remember no matter how much I feel God would never forgive me, he is 

always waiting to welcome me back.   
 

• #mostpatientgodever 
 

• I want to live my life in a way that is holy and pleasing to God. 


