
Message-Based Study Guide 

for Small Groups and Individuals 

 

 
A Series of Unfortunate Events 

Peter's Denial 
Matthew 26:31-35, 69-75 
John 18:15-26; 21:1-17 

(April 7-13, 2019) 
The character Buzz Lightyear in the popular Toy Story movies tended to exaggerate his own abilities. He                 
declared to Woody, "Right now, poised at the edge of the galaxy, Emperor Zurg has been secretly                 
building a weapon with the destructive capacity to annihilate an entire planet. I alone have information                
that reveals this weapon's only weakness. And you, my friend, are responsible for delaying my               
rendezvous with Star Command." Although Woody tells Buzz, "You are a toy!," Buzz is not convinced. His                 
response to Woody is, "You are a sad, strange little man and you have my pity." 

Buzz later realizes, "I'm not a space ranger. I'm just a toy. A stupid little insignificant toy." However, the                   
good news is that the story does not end there. When Woody is trapped by the mean kid next door, Buzz                     
courageously acts to free Woody and restore his and Woody's relationship with their caring owner Andy. 

In this lesson, we will see, through Peter's example, that when we fail or feel insignificant the Bible gives                   
us hope that our story does not end there. 

Answer and discuss the following question with your group 
1. Have you ever known someone, whether as a kid or an adult, who exaggerated 

their abilities or image? Why do we sometimes try to puff ourselves up? 
 

Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #1 
An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “Peter's Denial”. 

While he’s there in the courtyard, a servant girl asks him if he was with Jesus. He 
denies it. Another girl by the gate accuses him also, and finally a third time some of the 
men come over to him while he is standing near the fire and accuse him of being with 
Jesus. He swears a curse, that he does not know the man. At that moment the rooster 
crows, and one account says Jesus looked out the window from the room he was in, 
directly at Peter. He went away, weeping bitterly. 
In John’s gospel, he’s so specific about this event. When Peter denies Jesus the third 
time it says, he was standing around a “charcoal fire” warming himself. That was Peter’s 
"Fyre Festival." Hanging out by this fire pit, it hit him, all his talk, all his bravado, his love 
and dedication to serve Jesus, to be his disciple, to be the ROCK. He told him flat out, 
he would never deny him, even if everyone else deserts you, I WILL NEVER DESERT 
YOU. Even if I have to die with you, I will never deny you. He had FAILED. He ran away 
weeping. It’s unfortunate, but it’s not the end. 
 

Read Matthew 26:31-35, 69-75 and John 18:15-26 and answer/discuss the 
following questions. 

2. Several passages in the gospels reflect the Apostle Peter as acting or speaking 
first and thinking later. How do the passages above show that Peter was 
exaggerating his dedication to Jesus or trying to puff himself up? 
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3. How did Jesus' prediction that Peter would deny him three times play out, 

despite Peter's declaration that, "Even if I have to die with you, I will never 
disown you"? Explain how Peter's three denials became more definitive each 
time. Was there any doubt that Peter turned his back on his Lord? 

 
4. How did the pressure faced by Peter at the time contribute to his denials of 

knowing Jesus? Despite Peter's denials and the pressures he faced, what 
evidence are we given that Peter's repentance of his sin was real? 

 
Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #2 

An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “Peter's Denial”. 
Jesus meets Peter where he’s at. He can work with Peter. He’s not done with Peter. He 
still has a plan and a mission for Peter and it doesn’t matter that Peter failed him time 
after time before. It doesn’t matter how many times Peter stuck his foot in his mouth and 
said something dumb in the past. It doesn’t matter that Peter couldn’t back up his strong 
words all those other times. 
Jesus was never impressed by his boasting or his loud words, he loved Peter for Peter, 
not for who he claimed to be or tried to be.  
Too many of us, think we have to look and act a certain way, to be good enough for 
God. That we have to say the right words and do the right things for Him to loves us. 
I’ve known too many people in my life who told me, they wanted to get baptized and 
give their life to Jesus, but they needed to wait until they got their life together.  
There were still things they were working on or weren’t ready to let go of, and they 
thought it disqualified them. 

Read John 21:1-17 and answer/discuss the following questions. 
5. In John 21:1-17, after Jesus' resurrection, Jesus arranged to see Peter again. 

This encounter was similar in certain respects to Peter's denial of Jesus, 
including the number of times Jesus questioned Peter (compare Matt. 26:75 
with John 21:17) and the distinct smell of a "charcoal fire" in both instances 
(compare John 18:18 with John 21:9) (NLT). What three questions did Jesus 
pose to Peter? Explain how these questions, and the circumstances in John 
21:1-17, fully restored Peter's relationship with Jesus. 

 
6. When Peter encountered Jesus on the shore, did Peter puff himself up and 

make excuses for his sin, or did he respond to Jesus with humility and honesty? 
Explain. 
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Reflection and Wrap-up 

7. A popular phrase in today's social media is "epic fail" (which is apparently worse 
than just a "normal" failure). Peter's denial of Jesus could be viewed as an epic 
fail. Does Jesus' acceptance of Peter, despite Peter's sin, encourage you that 
Jesus will accept you despite your sin? Explain. 

 
8. When you experience life's challenges, struggles or trials, do you get angry at 

God and doubt his love for you, or do you have faith he will help you through 
what you are experiencing? Based on this lesson, do you think Jesus will accept 
you despite your doubts, anger or sin? 

 
Pray Together as a Group 

 
Additional Study 

If you have time during your Small Group or you want to study more about the message                 
topic, read and consider the following passages: 

● Matthew 14:22-31 
● Matthew 16:13-23 
● 1 Peter 1:6-9 

 
Just Thinking 

● I can repent and be accepted by Jesus despite my sin. 
● I do not need to "have it all together" before responding to God. 
● I need to turn to God rather than away from him when I experience fear, 

struggles or trials. 
● Jesus invites you to be honest in your brokenness. 
● Jesus meets us in our darkness and walks us into his light. 
● Eating barbeque cooked over a charcoal fire can be a spiritual experience. 
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