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“Lord, we thank you for your church, founded upon your Word, that challenges us to more 
than sing and pray, but to go out and work as though the very answer to our prayers 
depended on us and not upon you. Help us to realize that humanity was created to shine 
like the stars and live on through all eternity. Keep us, we pray, in perfect peace. Help us 
to walk together, pray together, sing together and live together until that day when all 
God’s children – Black, White, Red, Brown and Yellow – will rejoice in one common band 
of humanity in the reign of our Lord and our God, we pray. Amen.” 

--Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 
 

Answer and discuss the following question with your group. 
1. Describe a circumstance in which you felt very out of place. What made you feel out 

of place? How did it differ from being with close friends or family? 
Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #1. 

An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “Sea of Red – Jesus’ Prayer”. 
One of the things that tends to happen to followers of Jesus, we tend to drift toward 
creating heaven on earth. Not a bad thought. Jesus wanted God’s will to be done here 
on earth as it is in heaven. We do, too. But for us we tend to think, “If I can just surround 
myself with good and godly people all the time, then I won’t sin and it will be heaven on 
earth.” Have a nice Christian bubble around us, where people are nice and happy and 
no drama and no sin and no worries.  
Jesus calls us to be in the world, not worldly. I want you to make a difference in the 
world. 
Read John 17:13-19, 1 Corinthians 3:1-3 and James 4:2-3 and answer/discuss the 

following questions. 
2. How would you explain being in the world, but not being worldly? What is the 

difference between being in the world and being worldly? 
 
3. Based on John 17:18, what does Jesus send his followers into the world to do? 
 
 
4. After reading 1 Corinthians 3:1-3 and James 4:2-3, what are some indicators that 

these Christ followers were struggling with the difference between being in the world 
and being worldly? How did jealously and selfishness affect their relationships and 
their mission? 
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5. What does James 4:2-3 teach us about appropriate and inappropriate motivations in 

our prayer life? Compare and contrast Jesus’ prayer in John 17:13-19 with the 
prayers of the Christ followers in James 4:2-3. 

 

Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #2. 
An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “Sea of Red – Jesus’ Prayer”. 

We like to say we take the Bible seriously; we just don’t take ourselves too seriously. 
We have not figured it all out. We don’t know all there is to love and grace. We don’t 
know all there is to walk by faith and to avoid sin. But we do believe that the Bible is 
real, and is our truth source, it is our guide for living and for knowing God. It is not out of 
date or old fashioned. Truth is always going to be truth. 
The scary thing would be for all of us to be our own truth source, we all make up the 
rules. 

Read John 17:20-26 and answer/discuss the following questions. 
6. In John 17:20, Jesus’ prayer for his disciples and those who become Christ followers 

through their message is “that all of them may be one.” What are some essential 
beliefs that unify Christians? Are there things Christ followers can differ on and still be 
unified? Explain. 

 
Reflection and Wrap-up 

7. What motivates you to pray? How would it change your prayer life, and your 
relationship with God, if you consistently prayed for God’s motivation rather than your 
own motivation for yourself? 

 
8. In John 17:24, Jesus also prays that his followers will be with him. Will you be with 

Jesus on “that day when all God’s children – Black, White, Red, Brown and Yellow – 
will rejoice in one common band of humanity in the reign of our Lord and our God”? 

 
Pray Together as a Group 

 
Additional Study 

If you have time during your Small Group or you want to study more about our unity as 
Christians, read and consider the following passages: 
• Proverbs 14:30 
• Proverbs 27:4 
• 1 Corinthians 13:4 
• 2 Timothy 3:16	


