
Message-Based Study Guide  
for Small Groups and Individuals 
 

Sea of Red – Lesson 2, page 1 

 
“Sea of Red” 

 
“Connected to Jesus” 

John 15:1-17 
 (June 17-23, 2018) 

Left on their own, tomatoes will grow into shrubby, multi-stemmed plants that topple 
under the weight of their fruit. Fruit and foliage are more prone to attack by pests and 
disease when they're sprawled on the ground. Pruning and using plant supports can 
help create healthier, more productive tomato plants. Pruning maximizes fruitfulness 
and minimizes disease problems. (Source: Gardeners.com) 
In the Midwest we probably understand pruning tomatoes more than pruning 
grapevines. The principle is the same – enhancing a fruitful plant. 

Answer and discuss the following question with your group. 
1. Describe some traits of healthy and productive people. What is one characteristic of 

a productive person? 
 

Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #1. 
An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “Connected to Jesus”. 

Jesus mentions that there are a couple of things necessary for a healthy and productive 
harvest. The goal [is] producing fruit. The vine grower [is] God, who cares deeply about 
the health and productivity of the vine. There will be some cutting and pruning. It is 
necessary for any vine if that vine is to produce fruit. 
There are two things necessary – staying connected to the vine and letting the gardener 
do his work. Let’s talk about staying connected to God. Abide in me. Apart from me you 
can do nothing. If you do remain in me, you will do amazing things. Apart from me – it is 
lights out. 
Just think about this for a moment. In what area of my life would it be a good idea to 
ignore or forget or abandon God. That I say to him, “I want you to just to ignore this area 
in my life for a little while. Not a long time. But just for a little while. I don’t want you to 
pay much attention to it. No pruning. No cutting. Just let it be for a little bit.” What would 
happen? 

Read and refer to John 15:1-8 and answer/discuss the following questions. 
2. We are the ‘vine branches’. What pain would be associated with being “pruned” by 

God? What might we do to avoid this? 
 

3. What tools/methods might the Father God use to prune/remove things from your life 
or spirit? 
 

4. What does this passage tell you about being connected to Christ as the vine?  
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Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #2. 

An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “Connected to Jesus”. 
What does it mean to bear fruit? Perhaps Jesus was referring to what the Apostle Paul 
would later describe as the fruit of the spirit, which is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Perhaps; there is no 
doubt that if I am connected to Jesus, that will be the result in my life. If I am not 
connected to Jesus, I will struggle with all or most of those areas in my life. If I am 
connected to him, there is no doubt the more I will become like him. That just makes 
sense. 
Perhaps he means that I will bear fruit in a different way, that I will be producing more 
and more disciples. That I will be part of the redemption of the world by bringing people 
to him. The more I am connected to Jesus the more I want other people to know him. 
 

Read and refer to John 15:8-17 and Galatians 5:22-25 and answer/discuss the 
following questions. 

5. Two possible ways to bear fruit are presented in the message excerpt above. Which 
do you identify with the most? 
 

6. Jesus ties love and bearing fruit together. How are these connected in the life of the 
believer? Does one cause the other? How? 
 

7. Read John 13:34-35. How do Jesus’ words in John 15:12-13 take the words of 
Jesus in John 13:34-35 even further? 

 
 

Reflection and Wrap-up 
8. John 15:13 (NIV) is a well-known saying of Jesus, “Greater love has no one than 

this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” How does laying down one’s life lead to 
bearing fruit in the Lord? 
 

9. Describe how you are bearing fruit for the Lord Jesus? What could you do to be 
more fruitful? 

 
 

Pray Together as a Group 
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Additional Study 

If you have time during your Small Group or you want to study more about message 
topic, read and consider the following passages: 

• Colossians 1:6-10 
• Hebrews 12:11 
• James 3:17-18 
• John 13:31-38 


