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“Troubling Times” 
John 14:1-7 & 27 

 (June 10th-16th, 2018) 
Charles Dickens in the book A Tale of Two Cities opens with the following quote: 
“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the 
age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the 
season of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the 
winter of despair, we had everything before us, we had nothing before us, we were all 
going direct to Heaven, we were all going direct the other way—in short, the period was 
so far like the present period, that some of its noisiest authorities insisted on its being 
received, for good or for evil, in the superlative degree of comparison only.” 
 

Answer and discuss the following question with your group. 
1. Dickens was describing life during the French Revolution. Using the following words 

from the quote, describe how our world is much like Dicken’s description. 
a. Worst or best of times 
b. Age of wisdom or foolishness 
c. Season of light or darkness 

 
Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #1. 

An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “Troubling Times”. 
These were troubling times for Jesus and his followers. Tensions were high. Voices 
were getting louder in opposition. Fear was gripping their hearts. And it was only going 
to get worse. It has never been this bad. Just a few days ago the voices were calling for 
Jesus to be King. Now it seems that everyone wants him dead. 
 

Refer to John 14:1-7 and answer/discuss the following questions. 
2. Read John 14:1-7. In verse 1, Jesus tells the disciples not to be troubled. He states 

that they believe in God and they should believe in him also. What was troubling the 
disciples (put yourself in the disciples’ shoes) and how would believing in God and 
Jesus keep their hearts from being troubled? 
 

3. What comfort does Jesus provide in verses 2 & 3 and why would this be comforting? 
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4. Reread verses 5-7. What does Jesus say about himself in these verses and why 

would this be comforting?   
 

Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #2. 
An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “Troubling Times”. 

The peace that Jesus leaves us – is super unique. It is not like anything else on the 
planet. For me this is the secret ingredient, it is the secret sauce. It is the prize at the 
bottom of the Cracker Jack box. It is the cherry on the top. 

 
Refer to John 14:27 and answer/discuss the following questions. 

5. What are some ways you sooth your troubled heart? 
 

6. Read John 14:27. How would you describe the peace that Jesus gives and how is it 
different from what the world provides? 
 

7. What sort of things tend to trouble you? 
 

Reflection and Wrap-up 
8. Share with the group a trouble you need to turn over to Jesus and how the group 

could pray for you in this matter. 
 

9. Since Jesus is the way, the truth and the life and since he is the way to God and 
heaven, how could you use these truths to help others who have trouble hearts or 
lead them to Christ? 

 
Pray Together as a Group 

 
Additional Study 

If you have time during your Small Group or you want to study more about message 
topic, read and consider the following passages: 

• James 5:13 

• Philippians 4:7 

• 1 Thessalonians 5:23 


