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Previously on 24 

Proverbs 24:21-26 
February 24-March 2, 2019 

 
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

Exodus 20:16 (NIV) 
“Great faith, like great strength in general, is revealed by the ease of its workings… faith 
cannot be forced.  Most of what we think we see as the struggle of faith is really the 
struggle to act as if we had faith when in fact we do not.” 

Hearing God, Dallas Willard 
 

Answer and discuss the following question with your group. 
1. Why do you think God gave Moses the eighth commandment (You shall not give 

false testimony.)?  How do you think a person’s faith might help them with 
respect to obeying the eighth commandment? 

 
Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #1. 

An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “Previously on 24” 
We make decisions to be honest or not every single day – the struggle – we are not 
sure that honesty is the best policy… In general, we lie to protect. We lie to protect 
ourselves. We don’t want to get in trouble – suffer some consequences. “I didn’t do it.”  
We lie to get what we want. We lie to get attention or to get stuff. We call this dating. We 
lie to protect our image. We want others to think well of us. We lie to cover up. 
Sometimes we lie to protect others. When asked if we like a haircut or shoes or a 
performance we lie to protect someone’s feelings. 
 

Refer to the following scriptures Proverbs 24:21-26, Luke 16:10, John 8:44 
 and answer/discuss the following questions. 

2. Martin Luther says the eighth commandment means “We should fear and love 
God so that we do not deceitfully belie, betray, backbite, nor slander our 
neighbor, but apologize for him, speak well of him, and put the most charitable 
construction on all that he does.” What would you say the eighth commandment 
means to you? 
 

3. If, instead of harming your neighbor, you could help him by telling a lie, would 
that be right?  Why or why not? 
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4. Who is the father of lies? Whose children are we? Can we serve God by serving 

the devil? 
 

Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #2. 
An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “Previously on 24” 

Truth telling starts in our mind. My new self – the new me is going to be a truth teller, 
a promise keeper.  

Now I am so glad that God does not lie. He won’t. He can’t. He is and will forever be 
holy. Think for one moment if God lied. If God deceived us in any way. What would that 
be like? Well, we could not trust him. Then the promises of God would be questionable 
at best. There truly would be nothing to hold on to – if God lied. 

 

Refer to 1 John 1:9, 1 John 5:11-2, 1 Corinthians 10:13, John 16:24  
and answer/discuss the following questions. 

Each of these verses assures us of something God has promised us. 
5. What are we assured of in 1 John 1:9? What if God only forgave us if we asked 

the right way or if he felt forgiving that day? 
 

6. What are we assured of in 1 John 5:11-12? What if we couldn’t trust that God 
has provided salvation through his son? 

 
7. What are we assured of in 1 Corinthians 10:13? How would you feel if it were 

inevitable that we're powerless to overcome any temptations when they came 
your way? 

 
8. What are we assured of in John 16:24? Does it comfort you to know that your 

prayers are answered?  What if God only answered prayers on days that he felt 
like it? 

 
Reflection and Wrap-up 

It is time for us to not only have reverence for God’s Word but reverence for our own. 
We were created in the image of God – we are to be men and women of our word. 

9. Do you often think about telling the truth, or being sure not to lie? Or does telling 
the truth come naturally to you – that is, from training your heart and mind to be 
truthful? 
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10.How can we protect ourselves from being untruthful? How can we be sure that 
people perceive us as children of God when they consider whether we are 
trustworthy? 

 
Pray Together as a Group 

 
Additional Study 

If you have time during your Small Group or you want to study more about message 
topic, read and consider the following passages: 

● John 8: 37-47 
● Romans 3:7-8 
● Psalm 141:3 
● Revelations 21:8 
● Ephesians 4:25 

 
Just Thinking 

● All lies have a price tag. 
● “An honest answer is like a kiss of friendship.” Proverbs 24:26 NLT 
● Honesty is a decision made day after day. 
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