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“In God We Trust,” goes the motto of the United States. In God, and apparently little 
else.  Only a third of Americans now trust their government “to do what is right”—a 
decline of 14 percentage points from last year, according to a new report by the 
communications marketing firm Edelman. Forty-two percent trust the media, relative to 
47 percent a year ago. Trust in business and non-governmental organizations, while 
somewhat higher than trust in government and the media, decreased by 10 and nine 
percentage points, respectively. Edelman, which for 18 years has been asking people 
around the world about their level of trust in various institutions, has never before 
recorded such steep drops in trust in the United States.”  
      - Uri Fiedman, Jan. 21, 2018, Atlantic Monthly 
 

Answer and discuss the following question with your group. 
1.  Why do you think it is difficult to trust people, organizations and the government? 

 
 
Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #1. 

An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “Trust” 
How do you know if you can trust God? Well that is a great question. You have to 
investigate. So you read the Bible and you have to decide if the Bible can be trusted as 
well. Is it reliable? And that can take a while to figure out. If things are going to move 
forward in any relationship you have to decide, “Can I trust them?” If not, the 
relationship stands still at best. And if you find, “I can’t trust them” then usually the 
answer is, “I am out of here.” 

Answer/discuss the following questions 
 

2. Think of someone you consider trustworthy. What makes them worthy of your 
trust? 
 

3. We all know the national motto “In God We Trust.” However, not everyone trusts 
in God.  What are some reasons people give for not trusting God?   
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4. Read Romans 3:21-24. As Christians we trust God for our salvation. While God 

is fully worthy of our trust, we often act like we don’t trust him. What would be 
some examples in your life where you don’t trust God or act like you don’t trust 
him? 

 
Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #2. 

An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “Trust”. 
To me (and there are a lot of things that establish trust with God) when Jesus says that 
he is going to die and then in three days come back to life…to me that is the kicker, 
because that one is a big deal. Dead people don’t come back to life. So if he says he is 
going to do it and he doesn’t, pretty sure trust goes out the window because it doesn’t 
take much to blow trust up. 
 

Answer/discuss the following questions. 
5.  Read Proverbs 3:9-10. What does it mean to you to honor God with your wealth 

and first fruits? 
 

6. Read Malachi 3:8-10. According to these verses, what do you think it means to 
cheat God and put him to the test? 
 

7. Read Luke 6:38. People say you can’t out give God. What do you learn about 
how God responds to our giving? 
 

Reflection and Wrap-up 
8. God promises when we give he will provide for us in a manner that is 

overflowing. What are some ways you have experienced God’s overflowing 
goodness? 
 

9. God calls us to test him to see if he will be faithful. What is one area in your life 
that you need to trust God with your money? 
 

Pray Together as a Group 
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Additional Study 

If you have time during your Small Group or you want to study more about message 
topic, read and consider the following passages: 

• Psalm 25:2 
• Psalm 31:14 
• Isaiah 26:4 
• Isaiah 12:2 


