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Be Anyone in the Bible – Ananias 
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“There are no ordinary people. You have never talked to a mere mortal. Nations, cultures, arts, 
civilizations - these are mortal, and their life is to ours as the life of a gnat. But it is immortals whom we 
joke with, work with, marry, snub and exploit - immortal horrors or everlasting splendors. This does not 
mean that we are to be perpetually solemn. We must play. But our merriment must be of that kind (and it 
is, in fact, the merriest kind) which exists between people who have, from the outset, taken each other 
seriously - no flippancy, no superiority, no presumption.” 

― C.S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory 

In this lesson we look at two lives in the Bible that intersected when neither of them 
expected it – Ananias and Paul. One would be considered by the world to be rather 
ordinary, and the other would be considered to be a heavyweight.  Paul wrote a large 
part of the New Testament and was responsible for carrying the Gospel to the world. 
 

Answer and discuss the following question with your group 
1. Considering C.S. Lewis’s quote above: Do you consider your life to be ordinary? 

Why? When you meet or interact with another person, do you ever think about 
the fact that they (their souls, or spirits) are immortal? How might that affect the 
way you interact with them? 

 
Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #1. 

An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “Be Anyone in the Bible – Ananias”. 
Ananias is needed by God. He was not asking for this. He was just doing his thing. 
Actually, he was trying to stay alive. He doesn’t want to go to jail. Hunkered down God 
calls on him, “I need you to go talk with Saul – Saul of Tarsus.” 
“Not Saul of Tarsus – he is enemy #1. He is coming here to throw us all in jail. You 
obviously have the wrong guy…” 
“Saul is expecting you. He is going to do great things for me. He is going to take the 
message to all the world.” 

So, Ananias goes. 

 
Read Acts 9:10-22 and answer/discuss the following questions. 

2. Acts 9:10 says “The Lord called to him in a vision. Ananias!” What do you think 
Ananias might have been doing when the Lord called to him? Was he busy, 
hiding, planning, praying or meditating? Do you think he was surprised? 
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3. Ananias responded, “Yes, Lord.” How do you think he knew it was the Lord? 

How would you have responded? 
 
4. Were the instructions that the Lord gave Ananias clear?  

Do you think he was anxious to do what the Lord told him to do?  
Did he seek clarification? Did he obey? 

 
Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #2. 

An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, " Be Anyone in the Bible – Ananias”. 
One of the most attractive things that Jesus offers is the beauty of the church. 
Obviously, we have a long way to go with this, but hate goes away when love leads. 
This will not be solved by our government. We will not be able to legislate hate away, 
but it can melt away when God gets a hold of you. This is truly a check-your-heart 
moment. 
The power of the Gospel takes a person who has messed up. In fact later on Saul, who 
got a new name (we know him as Paul), would write, “Here is a trustworthy saying that 
deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners – of whom I 
am the worst” (1 Timothy 1:15). 
 
Read Acts 9:10-22 & Galatians 3:28 and answer/discuss the following questions. 

As the passage in Acts begins, Saul is extremely passionate for his religion, and 
especially to protect it against what he considered to be the heresy of Christianity. 
Saul’s life is changed dramatically when he encounters the risen Lord. 

5. Why do you think Jesus chose to encounter Saul in the way that he did, and 
why did he pick Saul? Have you ever been passionate about something but 
later found out it wasn’t what you thought it was? What did it take to change 
your mind? 

 
6. What did Jesus tell Saul to do? What was Saul’s immediate response?  

What do you suppose Saul thought about for the three days that he was blind?  
 

7. Ananias said to Paul, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on 
the road as you were coming here, has sent me so that you may see again and 
be filled with the Holy Spirit.” What do you think Saul thought as he heard those 
words? Why do you think Ananias addressed Saul as brother? Would it have 
been easy for you to speak to Saul this way? 
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8. What was Saul’s immediate response to Ananias’s words and the scales falling 

off his eyes? (v 18) How did he spend the next few days? (v 20-22) How did the 
Jews in Damascus respond? 

 
Reflection and Wrap-up 

9. Saul’s encounter with Jesus was sudden (he was righteous for his religion) and 
it was not gentle. Do you think another approach that was more gentle or subtle 
would have worked with Paul? Why? 

 
10. Do you think Jesus uses approaches like this to reach people today in the way 

that he confronted Saul? Why? Do you think that Jesus confronts people today 
in the way that he confronted Ananias? Why? Do think that it is possible that 
Jesus might confront you in one of these ways? Why? 

 
Pray Together as a Group 

 
Additional Study 

If you have time during your Small Group or you want to study more about the message                 
topic, read and consider the following passages: 

● Acts 10:9-22 
● Acts 4:32-34 
● Acts 2:42-47 
● Philippians 3:4(b)-11 

Just Thinking 
● I must be careful to not become passionate about the wrong things. I will seek 

the Lord’s understanding about the passions in my life. 
● I want to be ready to receive the Lord’s calling. I will be patient. 
● I will remember the first two laws of Jesus when interacting with people. Love 

must be my nature. Galatians 3:28 should be my guide. 
● Ananias played a key role (nothing ordinary at all even if it was brief) in bringing 

Christianity to the world because he was ready to hear and obey the Lord. 
● The power of the gospel makes a scared man brave. 
● The gospel has the power to break down walls. 
● When the Lord calls, I’ll go. 
● If the biggest sinner you know is not you, then you don’t know yourself very well. 
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