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The Greatest Hits 

The 60’s - I’m a Believer 
John 20:19-31 

(July 7-July 13, 2019) 
 

I thought love was only true in fairy tales 
Meant for someone else but not for me 

Love was out to get me 
That's the way it seemed 

Disappointment haunted all my dreams 
 

Then I saw her face, now I'm a believer 
Not a trace of doubt in my mind 

I'm in love, I'm a believer! 
I couldn't leave her if I tried 

--I’m A Believer (composed by Neil Diamond; first recorded by the Monkeys; 1966) 

 
Answer and discuss the following question with your group 

1. In the hit song, “I’m a Believer” the songwriter speaks of moving from unbelief to 
belief in the experience of discovering romantic love. List a few other 
experiences that people find it difficult to believe can happen for them. 

 
Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #1. 
An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “The 60’s - I’m a Believer”. 

Huddled quietly in a room Jesus shows up. “Peace be with you.” What an amazing 
moment. Jesus is with them. He is alive. He is alive. Everything changes. Fear is gone. 
Hope is alive. This is happening. The kingdom of heaven is real. Not everyone is there. 
Thomas, one of the 11 disciples left was not there that night. Maybe he was too scared 
to show up. Maybe he was the designated survivor. “We can’t all be in the room at the 
same time, you stay back. We will fill you in later.” 
He is not there, but he missed Jesus. And he did not believe. He did not believe his 
friends. Even though these guys were his best friends. Even though he had spent the 
last three years with them. Even though Jesus said that he would come back from the 
dead. Even though others claimed to see him he was not going to get his hopes up. 
It’s too good to be true. 
 

Read John 20:19-25 and answer/discuss the following questions. 
2. Why are the disciples fearful, hiding in a locked room at this time? 
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3. Including verse 26, this passage records that Jesus said 3 times “peace be with 

you.” How does this speak to the disciples’ fears? 
 
4. “I won’t believe it unless I see the nail wounds in his hands, put my fingers into 

them, and place my hand into the wound in his side.” What was Thomas 
expressing with these words? 

 
Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #2. 
An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, " The 60’s - I’m a Believer”. 

Thomas had never lacked courage. When Jesus says let’s go to Bethany after Lazarus 
had become ill, tensions were extremely volatile. It was no secret that people wanted 
Jesus dead. Going to Bethany was going to the lion’s den. It was dangerous. 
Thomas said let’s go that we may die with you. 
He didn’t lack courage but he did lack faith. But one thing I do love about this guy when 
he was convinced, he was all in. “My Lord and my God.” I’m all in! 
“Then Jesus told him, ‘You believe because you have seen me. Blessed are those who 
believe without seeing me’” (verse 29). 
Someday, someday soon, people will have to believe with the eyes of faith. People like 
you will have to believe without seeing him face to face. 
It would be nice - right – if Jesus was here in the flesh? If you could look at him and 
hear his voice. Would you buy into it then? What would it take for you to believe? 
 

Read John 20:26-31 and answer/discuss the following questions. 
5. From this lesson so far, what contrasts do you see between the faith of Thomas 

and the faith of the other disciples? 
 

6. How does Jesus deal with Thomas’ doubt? 
 
 
7. What did Jesus mean when he said, “Blessed are those who believe without 

seeing me”? 
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Reflection and Wrap-up 

8. Where could you use Jesus’ peace right now? 
 
9. What doubts or questions about God or Jesus are you struggling with? 
 
10. What is your next step to address your doubts or grow in your faith? 

 
 

Pray Together as a Group 
 

Additional Study 
If you have time during your Small Group or you want to study more about the message                 
topic, read and consider the following passages: 

● Hebrews 11:1-6 
● 1 Corinthians 15:12-20 
● Romans 4 

 
Just Thinking 

● Blessed are those who did not see and yet believed. – Jesus (John 20:29) 
● Believing in Jesus gives me something no one else can – purpose. 
● That thing missing in your life – can only be filled by God. 
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