
Message-Based Study Guide 

for Small Groups and Individuals 

 

 
The Greatest Hits: The 1950’s 

“Ring of Fire”  
Proverbs 12:26; 13:20; 1 Corinthians 15:33 

Matthew 6:21; Hebrews 13:5; Proverbs 11:25; 2 Corinthians 6:14-15 
(June 30-July 6, 2019) 

 
Love is a burning thing 
And it makes a fiery ring 
Bound by wild desire 
I fell into a ring of fire 
 
I fell into a burning ring of fire 
I went down, down, down 
And the flames went higher 
And it burns, burns, burns 
The ring of fire, the ring of fire 

--Ring of Fire (credited to June Carter Cash and Merle Kilgore) 
 
The popular song Ring of Fire, an excerpt of which is above, became one of the greatest hits not only of 
Johnny Cash’s career but also of the 1950’s and even through today. The song explores in poetic fashion 
the experience of falling in love – like being caught helplessly inside a burning ring of fire. Do you view the 
song as celebrating the warmth of love, or as saying love can be very difficult, or both? 
 

Answer and discuss the following question with your group 
1. What is the best advice you ever received about relationships? What is the best 

advice you could give? 
 

Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #1. 
An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “The 50’s – Ring of Fire”. 

Cash’s daughter, Rosanne, stated, “the song is about the transformative power of love 
and that’s what it has always meant to me and that’s what it will always mean to the 
Cash children.” 
There is no doubt that love can certainly start out that way. Our world today teaches us 
that sexual attraction and romantic feelings are what we should build our relationships 
on. And if you can fall into a burning ring of fire, you can probably fall out of a burning 
ring of fire. So how do you choose the right person? 
 

Read Proverbs 12:26; 13:20 and 1 Corinthians 15:33 and answer/discuss the 
following questions. 

2. Based on popular television shows, magazines, music and social media, write 
down some of the factors or reasons presented, both good and bad, that people 
use today to choose spouses or get married. 
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3. Deciding who to choose as friends certainly includes who to choose as potential 

spouses. Based on the verses above, compare and contrast the consequences 
of choosing good, wise friends and the consequences of choosing bad, foolish 
friends. Is there a middle ground presented in these verses? 

 
Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #2. 

An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, " The 50’s – Ring of Fire”. 
So if you are supposed to choose your friends carefully, I think it goes without saying 
that you most definitely should choose your spouse even more carefully. 
So how do you choose? 
You need to have some sort of checklist. 
What is on your checklist? 
 

Read the verses noted below and answer/discuss the following questions. 
There may not be a perfect or exhaustive list of criteria on which to choose a spouse, 
but there are major indicators to determine whether a potential spouse may be a good, 
wise choice or a bad, foolish choice. 
 

4. Money: Conflicts over financial matters is the number 1 cause of divorce. Using 
the verses below, explain the difference between having money and loving 
money. What objective indicators may reveal a love of money? How can 
outward generosity with finances, as opposed to selfishness, be an indicator of 
a person's inner character? 
● Matthew 6:21 
● Hebrews 13:5 
● Proverbs 11:25 

 
5. Religion: Based on 2 Corinthians 6:14-15, is it possible to have a strong, unified 

marriage without having the same faith? Explain. 
 

6. Children: What kinds of conflicts can arise in your marriage, and for your 
children, if you and your spouse are not in agreement before you get married on 
whether to have children, how many, and the methods to use for discipline? 
Explain how a unified faith, as opposed to disagreements in matters of faith, can 
lead to harmony in raising children. 
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7. In-laws: Each family has its own history, ways of doing things, expectations 

during holidays and special occasions, and general "baggage." Explain how 
being in agreement with your spouse on extended family matters before your 
marriage, and remaining unified with each other and willing to compromise, can 
avoid conflicts after your marriage? 

 
Reflection and Wrap-up 

8. Do you think a person's genuine love for his or her spouse can be affected by 
the failure of the other spouse to live out the four categories discussed above? 
Do you think that failure can make one spouse feel like they are in a burning 
ring of fire, unable to escape?  
Explain how unity on these matters can place your marriage within the 
protection of a ring of fire, in which outside influences cannot cause conflict, as 
opposed to having a relationship struggle or be consumed. 

 
9. If you are married but are not in agreement on the matters in this lesson, can 

maintaining your love and commitment for your spouse and your marriage help 
promote unity? Explain.  
Do you think marriage counseling is a sign of strength or a sign of weakness? 

 
Pray Together as a Group 

 
Additional Study 

If you have time during your Small Group or you want to study more about the message                 
topic, read and consider the following passages: 

● Proverbs 19:20 
● Ecclesiastes 5:10 
● Ecclesiastes 4:2 
● Amos 3:2-3 

Just Thinking 
● Walk with the wise and become wise. – Proverbs 13:20 
● Those who love money never have enough! – Ecclesiastes 5:10 
● Shared faith brings stronger love. 
● In choosing a spouse, I need to make a good, wise choice, as opposed to a bad, 

foolish choice. 
● Agreeing with my future spouse on matters of money, faith, children and 

extended family matters before the wedding can promote unity in marriage. 
● Thanks a lot, now I have that song running through my head! 
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