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Fake News 

God Must Have Wanted That to Happen 
Romans 8:28-29 

(June 16-22, 2019) 
 
Many devout Christians can make no sense of being guided by God...I saw them driven to 
turn all guidance into blind force – rigidly controlling guidance – and to treat God’s will as 
nothing but fate. And I was distressed at how often people identified some brutal event as 
God’s will – even when it clearly came from a decision made by human beings. They then 
moved on to the faith destroying, even blasphemous idea that everything that happens in 
this world is caused by God. 

Hearing God, Dallas Willard 
Answer and discuss the following question with your group 

1. How do you explain the occurrence of brutal events? What role do you think God 
has in these events? How have events that you’ve experienced in your life affected 
your relationship with God?  

 
Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #1. 

An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “God Must Have Wanted That to Happen”. 
Corrie Ten Boom was a Dutch Christian. She helped Jews escape Nazi Germany until she 
herself was caught and sent to a concentration camp. It was horrible there. It was 
humiliating, filled with suffering and filth. She and most of the women at the camp had 
fleas. Corrie’s sister tried to encourage her to thank God even for the fleas.  
“There is no way I can thank God for the fleas,” she told her. 
But a few days later while they were meeting for a secret worship time it dawned on Corrie 
that the German guards will not enter our barracks because they don’t want to get fleas. If 
they had entered they would have beat us and perhaps worse. 
She said, “Even in the fleas God was at work.” 
 

Read Romans 8:28-29 and answer/discuss the following questions. 
2. Describe in your own words what Paul’s words in Romans mean to you. Do you 

believe these words apply to everyone in all circumstances? 
3. Do the verses from Romans offer any understanding relative the story Mark 

shared about Corrie ten Boom? Explain.  
4. In Corrie ten Boom’s case, things that appeared to be hardships tuned out to 

work for her good. Have you known times when hardships were just hardships? 
Have you known times when hardships turned out to be blessings? 
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5. Is it accurate to expect that a person called by God will not face risk in life? Is it 

desirable to live without risk? What is the ultimate safety that we have in God? 
 

Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #2. 
An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “God Must Have Wanted That to Happen””. 

You will get clobbered in life. So will the people you love. So will people in your church and 
small group. 
In the darkness, we comfort each other. We grieve with each other. We show up.  
Often people want to know what to say to a friend who is going through the valley. You just 
show up and sit there. That is enough. It is more than enough. 
That is pretty easy to figure out there. When you know of someone who is dealing with 
some things in life you bear their burden. You show up. 
 
Read 2 Corinthians 1:3-7, Romans 12:15 and Galatians 6:2 and answer/discuss the 

following questions. 
6. Paul says that the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ is the Father of 

compassion and the God of all comfort. When does he say Jesus will provide 
comfort? What do you think our response could be when we receive comfort? 

 
7. Do you think our troubles can ever exceed God’s ability to comfort us? Can our 

responses to trouble hinder our ability to receive God’s comfort? Does it help when 
we have someone who is willing to mourn with us in times of trouble? 

 
8. How can our carrying the burdens of those who mourn help them? What are some 

common ways we could share the burden of those in mourning? 
 

Reflection and Wrap-up 
9. Do you know someone who is mourning or having difficulties now who could use 

your help? What burden could you carry for them? Or can you think of another way 
to be of comfort to them? 

 
10. How can the belief that everything is caused by God destroy faith? 

 
Pray Together as a Group 
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Additional Study 
If you have time during your Small Group or you want to study more about the message                 
topic, read and consider the following passages: 

● Psalm 23:4 
● 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
● Matthew 28:20 
● Joshua 1:9 

 
Just Thinking 

● Jesus calls us to be with those who are mourning. 
● Jesus calls us to rejoice with those who are rejoicing. 
● God provides a comfort that the world cannot offer. 
● When troubles come in my life, I turn to God. 
● Share each other’s troubles and so obey the law of Christ. 
● The Lord your God is with you wherever – whatever. 
● With his love, God calms all our fears. 
● In the dark moments, we comfort each other. 
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