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Christmas at the Movies 
The Nightmare After Christmas 

December 30, 2018 – January 5, 2019 
 

God rest ye merry gentlemen 
Let nothing you dismay 
Remember Christ our Savior 
Was born on Christmas Day 
To save us all from Satan's pow'r 
When we were gone astray 
Oh tidings of comfort and joy 
Comfort and joy 
Oh tidings of comfort and joy 

    
Answer and discuss the following question with your group. 

1. Why do you think Jesus came to earth?  Would we win the battle with Satan 
without Jesus? 

 
Read the following excerpt aloud or watch message segment #1. 

An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “The Nightmare After Christmas” 
 

Herod Didn’t Care about God’s Plan, he had his own. Herod stays true to himself. He 
hatches a deceitful plot, not realizing he is plotting against God’s plan.  
Herod is thwarted by God, and the wise men do not return to him, but that does not stop 
Herod from carrying out an atrocity. Bethlehem was a typical village of larger families, 
so probably 10-15 boys were killed by Herod’s mercenary soldiers…. 
When someone opposes God’s plan and work, innocent people suffer. Herod orders the 
death of the innocents. Their deaths temporarily staunched Herod’s paranoia, allowing 
the toddler Jesus to be saved for his ultimate purpose – death on a cross at age 33 to 
take away the sins of the world - our sins. 

Refer to Luke 2:27-35, Matthew 2:13-23, and answer/discuss the following 
questions. 

2. Kings don’t decree that boys will be killed in our world today, but we still have 
nightmares. What are some of the nightmares people face today? 
 

3. How was Jesus spared the fate of many of the young boys in Bethlehem?  Would 
Joseph and Mary been able to protect Jesus by themselves? 
 

4. Are we able to overcome the devil by our own power? Why or why not? 
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Read the following excerpt aloud or watch message segment #2. 

An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “The Nightmare After Christmas” 

Let’s take a look at one more person’s journey in the Bible - the Pharisee, Saul. 
His nightmare is self-inflicted. You and I struggle to admit that sometimes we create our own 
nightmares…. 
Saul was a Pharisee. Self-righteous and pursuing a plan of action that he was convinced was 
how to make everything better for everybody. Even when he resorted to violence and 
persecution he thought he was doing good. But he was the source of his own nightmare and 
the nightmare of others. 

 
Refer to Acts 26:9-14 and 1 Timothy 1:13-16 to answer/discuss the following 

questions. 
5. Have you ever recognized a time where you were the cause of your own 

nightmare? How were you able to deal with it? 
 

6. What do you think causes us to create our own nightmares? 
 

7. How did Paul become aware of the nightmare he had created for himself and for 
others?  Do you think he would have discovered his nightmare without help? 

 
8. How did Paul respond to God’s help? 

 
Reflection and Wrap-up 

Sometimes our nightmares come from our own emptiness, our own pain. Our own 
skewed view of how life should work can set trigger our ‘nightmares’ in life.  
 
Sometimes our nightmares are fed by people or systems or institutions on this earth. 
Sometimes our nightmares go on as God is moving us to grow up in our faith. 

 
9. How does the world skew our view of life and create nightmares for us? 

 
10. What do you think are some things we can do to keep us from creating our own 

nightmares? How can we keep the world from giving us nightmares? 
 

Pray Together as a Group 
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Additional Study 

If you have time during your Small Group or you want to study more about message 
topic, read and consider the following passages: 

• John 10:10-11 

• Isaiah 14:12-15 

• Matthew 6:25-34 

• 1 Peter 5:6-7 


