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Christmas at the Movies 

How The Grinch Stole Christmas! 
Matthew 2:1-18 

Revelation 19:11-16; Luke 19:1-10 
(December 16-22, 2018) 

 
The original animated movie "How The Grinch Stole Christmas!" (1966), based on a 
book by Dr. Seuss, has become an annual favorite of children and adults alike to watch 
during the Christmas holiday. When it comes to Christmas, are you more like the Grinch 
(grumpy inside and out), Max his loyal dog (just following instructions to get by) or Cindy 
Lou Who (selfless and finding joy in Christmas for the right reasons)? 
 
 

Answer and discuss the following question with your group 
 

1. Summarize the plot of the original movie, "How The Grinch Stole Christmas!" 
What are some things you like about the movie? 

 
 

Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #1 
An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “How The Grinch Stole Christmas!” 

Herod receives word that a king had been born. Some wise men show up in Jerusalem, 
the capital of Israel, that is where the palace was. He must be there, so they ask, 
"Where is this king? We would like to pay our respects." 
To say that Herod is disturbed by this news is to put it lightly. If this is true, which he 
believes is not true because he has not fathered a child, and if there is an attempt to 
overthrow him from his throne, there will be massive consequences. He had done this 
before. He had three of his sons killed. He had his wife killed. He was a murderous old 
man. The Roman Empire said it was safer to be Herod’s pig than to be Herod’s son. 
He was a mean one. Upon Herod’s impending death, he had moved his residence to 
Jericho. He gave orders that a collection of the most distinguished citizens come to 
Jericho. He had them arrested and thrown in prison, and when he died the order was to 
kill them all. He was aware that on his death no one would shed a tear. So, he was 
determined that someone would cry at his death. 
He was a mean one. 
The wise men go and find the King. They worship him and give him gifts. It is all good. 
An amazing trip. They found the baby, they found Jesus. Their mission complete. They 
had found what they were looking for. In fact, I think they found more than they were 
looking for. 
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Read Matthew 2:1-18 and Revelation 19:11-16 and answer/discuss the following 

questions. 
2. Explain how King Herod was more like the Grinch and how the three wise men 

were more like the Whos in Whoville. Compare and contrast King Herod with 
the three wise men in terms of their motivations after learning about Jesus' birth 
(vv. 2, 13), their actions in response to Jesus' birth (vv. 11, 16) and the condition 
of their hearts (vv. 3, 10). Why do you think the birth of Jesus caused these 
strong reactions? 

 
3. Based on Matthew 2:15 and 17, how do the events surrounding Jesus' birth 

support his divine identity? 
 
4. Although the passage from Matthew focuses on the baby Jesus, explain how 

Jesus is described in Revelation 19:11-16. Does this description of Jesus 
intimidate you, like King Herod, or cause you to worship Jesus, like the three 
wise men? 

 
Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #2 

An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “How The Grinch Stole Christmas!” 
No one liked a tax collector. Zach was no exception. He had become massively wealthy 
and powerful. He had a big, big house with plenty of servants. He was king. But Jesus 
was coming to town. This was a big deal. He wanted to see what the fuss was all about. 
The Bible says that Zach was short. No one was letting him up front on the parade 
route. My guess? Lots of pushing and shoving. A few elbows. Zach was taking notes. 
This was going to cost these people. So he climbs up in a tree. He wants to see this 
teacher. 
There he is, and he stops, stops at the tree and says to him, "Come on down, I want to 
have lunch with you." 
What? Is this madness. Why would Jesus of all people go to the Grinch’s house? Does 
he not know who he is talking to? He is off limits. No one has lunch with Zach. Can’t you 
just see it, Jesus and Zach walking up the lane to his mansion? No one has even been 
in that house. 
 

Read Luke 19:1-10 and answer/discuss the following questions. 
5. Zacchaeus was another kind of Grinch, collecting taxes from his fellow Jews for 

the Roman government and collecting extra for himself. His heart, like the 
Grinch's, was "two sizes too small." However, unlike Herod, Zacchaeus met 
Jesus and had an open heart to his teaching. Explain why Zacchaeus' "small 
heart grew three sizes that day." 
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6. What external actions of Zacchaeus reveal his internal change of heart? 

What did Zacchaeus think was important before meeting Jesus and after 
meeting Jesus? 

 
Reflection and Wrap-up 

 
7. Explain how the description of Jesus in Revelation 19:11-16 should influence 

your decision to follow Jesus today. 
 
8. How can being sacrificial (like the Grinch in the animated movie and the actual 

account of Zacchaeus in the Gospel of Luke), instead of being selfish, help you 
realize the true reason to celebrate Christmas? 

 
9. When Jesus called, "Zacchaeus, come down immediately," Zacchaeus 

responded. How have you responded? 
 

Pray Together as a Group 
 

Additional Study 
 
If you have time during your Small Group or you want to study more about the message 
topic, read and consider the following passages: 

• Matthew 1:21 
• John 1:14 
• Galatians 4:4-5 
• Isaiah 7:14 


